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FRANCIS GILMAN BLAKE AWARD
The Beta Zeta chapter of Nu Sigma Nu fraternity in the Yale School of
Medicine has established a memorial to be called the Francis Gilman Blake
Award, honoring the Sterling Professor of Medicine who died on February
1, 1952. This announcement was made at the reception for the graduating
class given on May 25, 1952 by Dean C. N. H. Long and Mrs. Long.
The terms of the award state that it will be given annually to the member
of the faculty of the Yale University School of Medicine designated by the
graduating class as the most outstanding teacher of the medical sciences.
The first recipient is Dr. Gerald Klatskin, Associate Professor of Medicine,
who was trained by Dr. Blake and, since the war, had been one of his
associates in the Department of Internal Medicine.
Dr. Klatskin was born May 14, 1910, in New York City, and received
both B.A. and M.D. degrees at Cornell. Except for the period from January
1, 1935 to June 30, 1937, spent at Strong Memorial Hospital, Rochester,
New York, Dr. Klatskin received his postdoctorate training under Dr.
Blake in the New Haven Hospital as Interne, Assistant Resident, and Resi-
dent. He was in private practice in New Haven from 1938 to 1942 and
served as Clinical Instructor in Medicine at Yale. Having entered the Medi-
cal Reserve Corps in 1935 he was on active service from July 1, 1942 to
April 4, 1946. Two years of this duty were spent in India and then as a
Lieutenant Colonel he was Chief of the Medical Service at Schick General
Hospital, Clinton, Iowa. He is now a Senior Consultant in Medicine to the
Veterans Hospital in Newington, Connecticut. He has been an associate
professor at Yale since 1948 and, in addition to his effective teaching, evi-
denced by this award, carries on a varied program of research dealing
primarily with liver disease.